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To the Reader, 


| . —o Hriſtiar Reader , It may ſerme 
TP ; \ meerepreſumption, and vain often= 
tl df 14tion, for one of my yeeres to come 
| 9 amiit ſo unworthy labours 10 the 
| fe, effecially when ſo mary aged and re- 
} r7end Dinines, of excellent learning, pro= 
1nd indgement, and continued experience, 
'' filent in this kinde, My apologie for my 
' 25, the common plea, 1 meane importu- | 
4: of freinds , and for mine ownepart , 1 
4 1 z0t in conſcience deny ſoreligions a re= 
t" of my Chriſtian auditors, God that 
1e5 the ſecrets of all hearts knows it that 
, and ſelfe lone, were nenuer the ſpurres 
| che mee ontothis bolde attempr : onely 
\ ,- vath beene the height of my deſires, the 
ge d of Sion , the benefit of Gods Church 
' +» Tpeople: if therefore thourepeaſt any pro- 
', from theſe my paynes, I haue attainedto 
tbe toppe of my. wiſhes, Howſoener , here [ 
' preſent them to thy fanonrable cenſure. In 
) the mean time, I commend both thee and thy 
/ ogroath in grace,to the helpe and furtherance 
| FM Aimightic God, Canham, 
T hine in Chrift eſa , 
| BEZALEEL CARTER, 
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PSAL. 135.6. 


Whatſoener pleaſed the Lord,that did hee 
in beauen, in the earth, in the ſea, and 
in all deepes. 
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Right Honourable, Worſh, and 
Welbeloned, 


Q2z24z He Scripture is infinitely large ryer.ord 
4 in ſerring forth vnto vs the pow- emniporent 
4; Fy pe or foure 
MEG Cr of God I know 5 ſaith Dauid y reaſons. 
| inthe verſe foregoing, that the Lord is 
preat, and that our Lord is aboue all 
Gods, r,, The Lord is mightie, forhec 
docs whatſocuer hee pleaſes, Gen. 18. St 
Tn 7 | I =, 
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« A Sermon of Gods 
14. 2. Hee is mightie, becauſe he works 
by no meanes, Iob. 26.2.3. Pſal, 142.5, 
3. Hee is mightie , for hee: workes by 
weake meanes, Exod. 8.6, AQts, 12, 25, 
Laſtly,hee is mightie, becauſc he can doe. 
more then cuer hee did from the begin. 
ning,or will doe to the worlds end. Mar, 
26.52.Now his power in doing whatſo. | 
euer he pleaſes, is laid down to vs in this 
text: Whatſoener pleaſed the Lord, &c, At 
this time Ireſolue to reade it in the pre. 
ſcent tenſe, hat ſoener pleaſes the Lord that 
doth hee, &c. and I hope I ſhall offer no 
violence ro my text, for Godis one and 
ſame, God yeſterday, and ro day,and the 
ſame tor ever, his arme is not ſhortened, 
nor his power diminiſhed , it hath beene 
alike from the beginning,and ſhall con- 
etioue alike, till time ſhall be no more, 
Whatſocuer pleaſes the Lord, &'c, 

Now for my method, take it thus. 

= x. I will ſhew youthat God doth what 

$4) Diviſion. He pleaſeth. 1.1n heauen, 2,In the earth, 
3. In the ſeas. 4. In all deepes, 

2, I will come to vſe and application, 
i I. 1n heagen. 
Fi. ] By heauen,] vnderſtand whatſoeuer 18 
\ J*Paruculer ab ouc the carth; Paul Iremember makes 

 =—= mention 


I. Ren 


_— 
Ln. co At 


” po N +» Ae 4 - ” 
POST s 
v—_— —_— 


4 win P py 
%. . epttey "OY 4 F —_ #3 
- _ 3 £2, % » q £ 
PR F 


- Dp aps 


my 
4 - g 
- a. 6 — 
- 


"Ra : 
ug WW . 
wowed - "I 


_ 
y 
We El Ea. 


vu yp 3. A9* Zo, EY — wa mw - 


"> - A PR 
"—_ 


& £ 
my OO 


- -» $1m> 1mm 


power and pronidence. 3 


mentis of three heauens,a firſt, a ſecond, 
& 2 third beauens; like Noabs Arke that 
was contrived with a fiſt, won and 
third roome, 

The ficſt,reaches from the earch to the 
moone, 

"The ſecond, fromthe moone to the 
third heauen, which bythelearned is cal- 
led celum empyreium,comprehending the 
ſeauen planets, & the firmament, which 


| bs therecepracle of all the fixed ſtares, 


' And thelaſt,is that which Pax/calleth 
the higheſt heavens, the Paradiſc of god, 
and the ſeate of the bleſſed. 

I might take occaſion to ſhew you that 
God doth what hee pleaſes, 1, In the 
firſt heauens, 2. In the ſecond heauens, 
3. 1nthe third heauens, = 

But leaſt I ſhould ſeeme rather curious 
then profitable, I will handle this point 
generally, that God doth what he plea- 
ſes in heaucv, The heauen isthe Lords 
throne, 1, King,8.27. the Angels art his 
command, as diligent as the ſeruants of 
the Centurion, Matth, 8.9. ifhee faithto 
one, goe, he goeth; to another, come, he 
comes; toa third , doe this, he doth i its 
If to ov Sodome , readic to deſtroy: 
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4 A Sermon of Gods 
if to preſerue Lot,they can doe nothing, 
til Lot be come out of Sodom. KnoweR 
thounor, ſaid Chriſt,to him that ſmor off 
the high Prieſts ſeruants ear, that I could 
pray to my father, and hee would give 
me morethen twelue legions of Angels? 
Matrh. 26, The ſunne, and the moone, 
and the ſtarres, the orbs and arches of 
heauen , obey his voyce: hee cauſed the 
func and moone to ſtand ſtil till Ioſhua 
preuailed ouer his enemies, Ioſh, 10. 13. 
and the ſtarres from heauen to fight a- 
gainſt Siſera, Tudg.5.20. Hee commands 
the winds and ftorms,and thewinds and 
ſtormes obey him, Mark.4.36.The thun- 
ders, and they are obedient to him : Hee 
ſent thunder to plague the bard hearted 
Egyprians,Exod.g.23, Hee ſent thunder 
at the prayer of Samuel, 1. Sam. 12.18. 
The winds were his ſeruants to bring in 
quayles ro the Iſraelites , Numb. 11.31. 
And when Ionah fled from the preſence 
of the Lord to Tarſhiſh, herayſed vp a 
mighty tempeſt, Ion.1.4. The ſwift and 
ſpeedie lightnings are his attendants, 
When he came to deliuer the law to Mo- 
ſes, he came in a terrible manner with 
lightnings, Exod, 19, 16. Hee ne 
me 
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power and pronidevee, 5 
che heauens with clouds, and prepareth 
raine, Pſal, 147.8. Inthetime of Noah 
the Lord opens the windows of heauen, 
and commanded the clouds to raine, and 
chen the earth was couered with water, 
Gen.7.19. Againe, he commanded that 
it ſhould not raine for the ſpace of three 
yeers and ypwards, in the time of Eliah, 
1,.King.17.1.and then the windowes of 
heauen were ſhut vp, and the rivers were 
dried vp,r.kin.17.7. He giues ſnow like 
wooll, & {cattereth the hoare froſt aſhes, 
Pſal. 147. 16, Hee rames the birds of the 
ayre, cuen the wilde rauens : the wild ra- 
uens fed the Prophet Eliiah,r.Kin.17.6. 
In a word, all things in heauen obey him, 
the Angels, the Sunne, the moone, the 
ttarres,ſtormes,tempeſts,thunders,light- 


nings, raine,ſnow, hayle, Hee giues by 


| his voyce, the multitude of waters in the 
heauens, hee cauſes his clouds to aſcend 
from the ends of the earth, hee turnes his 
lightnings ro raine, and brings forth the 
wind our of his treaſure, Jerem. 16.1}, 
 Whatſoener pleaſeth the Lord, that doth hee 
in beauen, 
Inthe earth, 
As herulcth all things in heauen, ſo he 


ruleth | 
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ruleth all things in earth, mooueable and. 
im:mooucable , man and beaſt: hee rujeth. 
all men, yeathe very eppes of a manare. 
ruled by tne Lord, Prou.20,24.he faſhi- 
ons the heart of cuery man, and vnder- 
Nands their works, Pſal. 33. 15. by him 
Kings reigne,and Princes.decree.iuſtice;: 
by him Princes. rule, and all the Tudges . 
and Nobles of the carth, Prou.8.15. Iris: 
hee that giueth deliuerance vnto Kings, 
and reſcucth his {eruants from the hurt- 
full {\word,Pſ31,144.10, he pulleth down 
Princes, and raiſcrh vp Princes, accor- 
ding to his pleaſure, He chaſed the Amo- 
ritcs, Exod, 34+ 11, he fought for Iiracl, 
Iol.10.42, he gaue Hezekiah'vicorie, 2. 
King. 19. 34. hee giues.the victorie, he 
giues the onerthrow; in a word , he rules 
all men, the mightie of the earth, Empe-- 
rours, and Kings : The heart of the King 
is 10 the. hand of the Lord, Prov. 21.1. 
and not only fo, but whatſoecuer is in the 
earth beſides, with life or withour life,*e- 
uen from the lion to the creeping thing: 
| he cauſedalyon to deſtroy the diſobedi- 
ent prophet, 1, King. 13. 24. ſo he gaue 
Samſon victory oucralyen, Iudg.14.12 
2nd likewiſe Dauid yiftory ouer alyon, 
I,5am. 
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1 Sam.17.24, He tcnr two be... 

troy the fortierwo children that , 

ked the Prophet Eliſha, 2, King, 2: : 
Frogs, lies; lice,and graſhoppersare't:. 
Lords mightie armie: he ſpake the word 
and chey muſtred rhemſclues vp againſt 
Pharaoh, and made war againſt the wic- 
ked Egyprians , Exod. 8.5,9.1.10.28. 
The wormes likewiſe obey the voice of 
God : he ſent a worme to deftroy Ionah 
his gourd, Tov. 4. 7. and fo doe the ſer 
pents,for he ſent fieric ferpents amongſt 
the children of Ijrael, that ſtang them ſo 
25 many dicd, Numbi 21.6, The Lord is 
be that cauſett. *rrreevof theearth to 
fouriſh,cuen th 'y Cedars of Leba- 
non,and the ere. feanthrowither, 
ike the wild figfge Ne fat, 21.79, he 
raiſed vp awild gourd\.,:omfort Jonah, 
and the next morning n* cauſed /irtodic 
away, Tong. 7; Hee cauſcrh the earth to. 
bring forth the bud o! the herb, that (ee - 
deth ſeede according .Fhiskind,Gen.r, 
11.he,I fay,ruleth:the earth, men, beaſts, 
trees, planrs., The carth 1s the Lords,and 
all chatthercin is, the round world, and 
they that dwel therein,Plal.24.1. ihat- 
feenr pleaſeth the Lord , that doth hee in 
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_amnearth. 
Ta the ſeas. 
Thirdly , God dori ther which hee 
leaſeth in the ſea: The ſeas bis, and he 
made it, and his hands prepared the drie 
land,Pſal.95.5. he diuided thered ſea, ſo 


as the Iſraclices paſſ<d through vpon dry 
land, Ex0.14. 23, He commands the ſea, | 


vea the fiſhes of the ſea are commanded 
of God fromthe greateſt to the leaſt: He 


cauſed a whale ro ſwallow vp Icnah, and þ 


the ſame whale to cat him vp againe vp- 


on the drie1land, Ton.2,10, and when Si. | 


mon had gone x fiſhing all night, and 


could catch norhine- | at length Chriſt 
cauſed him to lauy lo the deepe, and 
then he encloa! 4 yole multitude of 


fiſhes, Luk.5/ :"=.,0n God, faith Da- 
uid, ruleſt the caging of the ſea, when the 
waues thereof ariſe, thou (tilleft the, Pla, 


| 89.9. his wayes im the ſea, and bis pathes 


inthegreat watec *s, and his footſteps are 
not knowne , Pf.., 77. 19. When Iſracl 


came out of Egypr, andche houſe of Ia- 


cob from the barbarous pcople , the ſea 
ſaw ir and fled, Iordan was turned back- 
ward, Pfalm. 117. Thou haſt, faichthe 


Plalmilt,placed the earch vpon her foun- 
dations, 
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Power enAproidence, | 'W 
dations, thou couereſt it with the deepe | | 
2s With a garment : the waters would 
Rand aboue the mountaines, but ar thy 


' rebuke they flie, Pſal.ro4.5. as if he had 


ſaid, If thou , O God, didſ not curbe in 
and bridle the raging of the ſea, it were 
impoſſible bur that the whole world 
ſhould be ouerwhelmed with water, rhe T1 
waters would ſtand aboue the moittains, 
bur at thy rebuke they flie:and Pſal, 3 3.7, 
He gathereth the waters of the ſeatoge- 
ther as vpon an heape, and layeth vp the 'Þ 
deepes in his treaſure: and yet in another 
Pſalme, The voice of God is vponthe 
waters, he fittes ypon the floods,and re- | 
maines king for euer and ever, Pſ21,29. 
10, Whatſoener pleaſes the Lord, that doth ba 
he in heauen, in the earth, and in the ſea, So | 
And mall acepesr, | 
Firſt, in the deepes of the ſea:and thus 4. Particular 
ne deliuered Tonah beeing incompaſſed 1 [ 
with the deepes, Ion. x. 2, hee makes the 
deepes-to boile like a pot, Iob.q1.22. 
Secondly, in the deepes ofthe earth: »y 
The graue is naked before him, lob 26.6. 
There is nothing hidden, nonot in the 
bottome of the earth, but he ſeeth it, 
Thirdly, inthe deepe of all deepes: mn 3 
ac 
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70 A Sermon of Gods WE 
the bottomleſſe pit,Reu, 20, his power is | 
dceper then hel, Iob 11.8, hell and de- 
ſtruction are betore the Lord,Pro, 15.11, 
4. But the meaning of the place is this, 
God ruleth not only the ſeas and (alt wa- 
rers, but all freſh rivers, ponds, and 
I:kes, cuen the deepes that ſpring out of * 
| thevallics and mounraines, Deu.8.7. Oh 
God, faith Dau1d, Let not the wicked 
have their deſire : Oh catft them into the 
deepe pirs that they riſe not. Pal, 104.10 
Hee claue the rockes in the wilderncſſe, 
and gaue the children of Iſrael drinke as 
out of the great deepes. Pſal,78.15, Hee 
ſpake the word,and the fountaines ofthe 
great deepe were broken vp, Gen.8.r1. 
The rivers of Egypt hee turned into 
blood, Exod.7.17, and cauſed rhe aunci- 
ent river, the river Kiſhon ro {weepe a- 
way Siſera with his mightic hoaſt, Iudg. 
5,21, Heeturnes the floodes into a wil- 
dernefle, and ſprings of water into dry- 
nefſe: againe , he turnes rhe wilderneſſe 
into pooles of water, and the drieland 
oro water ſprings, Pal, 107. 33, What- 
focuer plzafes the Lord, that doth hee jn 
beauen, incarth, in theſea, 2nd inall 
Gcepes, | 
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power and proniaence. It | 
rhatſoencr pleaſes the Lord that he doth, The limitati- 
exc. Yer this muſt be vaderſtood with li- poco 
' mitation: for ſomthings there are which 

God cannot doe, God cannot lie, Tir.r. 
2. God cannot deceiue, God cannot (in, 
God cannot deny himſclte,&c, here then 
ariſes the dificuity , how.can it be faid, 
thar God doth wharſoeucr: hee pleales, 
fince you haue named particulars, that he 
cannot' effect nor bring to paſſe ? God 
cannot finne, God cannot caufe that | 
which is done to be vndone, &c. and | 
therfore God is not omnipotenr, neither 
doth-hee whatſocuer hee wills. Bur the 
anſwer is eaſe : Firft,God doth whatſo- 1 j 
euer hee pleaſes, butro finne, to lie, &c, , 

_ theſe are not plealing to his -Maieſtic, 
Secondly, theſe arc opera nov potentie ſed 
;mpotentia,to finne,to die, &c. theſc pro- 
ceed from weaknefle and infirmitze, and 

therefore if God were ſubicRtrtotheſe,he 
were not Almightic: forto {inne is a to= 
ken of imperfeRion,yea of {lauery:knoxw 
you not ſaith Pau/thathis ſeruanrs you 
are whom you obey, Iob., 8.24. It God 
could be overcome by finne, hee ſhould 
be the ſeruant of finne, and it hee could 
ſubieR himſclfe ro the bondage, and ſla- | 
B 1 __. 
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'12 A Sermon of Gods 
uerie,and {eruice,and dominion of finne, 
and be vanquiſhed and overcome by it, 
hee were noc Almighty : forthis would 
derogate from his omnipotency ,becaufe 
it implizs a contradiction,to be omnipo. 
rent, and yer to yeeld to the conqueſt of 
ſinne:and thercfore here rather appeares 
the mighty power of God,rthat hee-is not | 
ſubic to theſe infirmities,itis the great 

' power of God, that hee cannot lie , and 

{o for finne in generall,therefore itis not | 

in God, becauſc he is Almighty and om. * 

nipotent, BurT leave the doArines, and Þ 
baſeo co the vſe. I will firſt deliver one þ 
vic in generall, and ſo wee will-cometo 

more particular application. 

_ Since Godrules all things in heaven, 
and earth, &c, therefore nothing comes 
to paſſe, without his ipeciall notice and 
prouidence, nothing comes by accident, 
nor nothing comes by chance. The lat 
is caſt into the lappe, but the whole dif- 
polition is ofthe Lord, Prou16.33.who 

. faithathing comes to paſſe, & the Lord 

hath not done it?our of the moutb of the 

moſt High proceeds evil and good, Lam, 

J- 37. The Lord faveth man and beaſt, 

Pfal.36. 6, God careth for the birds of 

heaucp and feeds them, Marth, 6,26, and 
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power and pronidence, Ty 
hee numbers our hayces, Matth, ro. 30. 
Nay, takes notice of cuery teate that is 
ſhedde by the faithfull,and puts them in 
a botrell, Pſal.5 6,8, Nay,his prouidence 
extcads to the lilies of the field, and to 
the birds of heauen, even to the little 
ſparrow, The Lord giueth,and the Lord 
taketh away, asit pleaſcth the Lord, ſo 
come things to paſſe, Iob.1.21, Indeede 


ordinarily we aſcribe wharſoeuer berides 


ys,to fortune, and chance, and to the in- 
fluences of the arres,as if God were not 
the diſpoſer and ruler of all his workes: 
there can be no evill in the citie, ſaith A4- 
mos, but the Lord hath done it, Amos.3. 
6. plagues come from God,punſhments 
from God, croſſes from God : the coue- 
tous man impurcth his loſſes to fortune, 
his eacreafe ro fortune, & generally vn- 
timely deaths, burnings, blaſtings, &c, 
theſe arc imputed to accident. & chance, 
when indeed fnne is the cauſe, and God 


is the author of puniſhment, Man ſuffers 


for ſinne, Lam, 3.39, our finnes arethe 
cables,and cartropes, that hurries down 
Gods vengeance vpon vs, I kill, faith 
God, and I giuz life, I wound and I make 
whole, Deut. 32.39. I forme the light, 1 
| B 2 creaze 
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create darkeneſle, I make peace, and T 
create evill, I the Lord doe all theſe 
things, Iſai.45.7. This in general], 

Now in particular this doctrine way 
ſerue, Firſt for terror to the wicked, Sc- 
condly, for comfort to the ele, 

Terror to the wicked, 1. In regard of 
this life, 2, In regard ofa better life, 

Conſolation to the ele, r, for this 
life. 2. for a better life, 

How can a wicked and a godleſle per- 
{on harbour any quiet in his breaſt, fnce 
Godrules in all places ? how can they 
promiſe themſclues any ſafety,fince God 
doth whatſocuer hee pleaſeth in heauen, 
inthe earth, in the ſca, andiin all deepes? 
how can they promiſe peace to them- 
ſelues, when the Loxd of beauen 1s able 
to muſter vp al his heauenly powers,and 
{et legions of heauenly and celeſtiall ſol- 
diers in batrell arrav againſt them? nay 
bow can they cuer thinke to be ſaued, 
fince God is the Lord of the heauens, 
that excludeth and admitteth whomſoc- 
he pleaſes? how can they thinke to proſ- 
per vpon theearth, or to be ſafe ypon the 
ſea, ſince God rules in both theſe; when 
bis power reaches higher then the hea- 
uen 
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uen, deeper then hell, fince the meaſure 
of it is longer then the earth,and broader 
then the ſea, Tob, 11.8, Ifthey looke vp 
to heaucn , the mighty God of heauen 
their enemy, Chriſt their enemie,archan- 
gels, and Angels, the orbs and arches of 
heauen, the (tarres and the planets, all 
things in heauen ready at Gods com.-- 
mand to bandy avgainit the,nay the gates 
of heauen bard vp againſt them, as it was 
againſt che five fooliſh virgins, Math, 25. 
12. If they looke downe to the earth, the 
carth is weary of bearing ſo vile a bur- 
then: if they flic tothe ſca, that ſwells 
and rages againſt them: if they flie to the 
Eaſt, God is there, ifto the Weſt God is. 
there, if ro the North hee workes in the 
North,ifto the South hee hides himſelfe 
in the South, lob. 22. 8. So as the eſtate 
of a wicked man, is like the eſtate of him 
that the Prophet Amos ſpeakes of, that 
flew from a lion, and a bare met him, A- 
28, 5;19, Or hike Plinzes flying fiſh, 
which beeing in the ſea, is chaſed by the 
fiſhes, and flying into the ayre is purſued 
by the birds , which way ſoeuer they go. 
they runne headlong to their deſtrutti- 
on:ifthey take the wings of the morning 
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and flie to the ſea, God commands the 
{ca, and that n-akes warre againſt them, 
as it did againſt the Egyprians,Exod,n 
28. Ifthey returge tothe earth, the cart 
ſhal be curſed te them as it was to Cain, 
Gen.4, 12, If they looke vp to beauen, 
they flie from alion to a beare,God like- 
wit ready to execute vengeance vpon 
them for their wicked courſes, And ther- 
tore truly taid rhe Deuil ro Saul, Docſt 
thou aske counſell of mee, and God is 
thine enemy? 1.Sam.28.16, Iris vaine to 
conſult or aske counſell,if God oppoſes, 
3f God takes in againſt vs, ir1sa vaine 
thing to truſt in charrets or horſes : woe 
to the rebellious children,ſaith the Pro. 
pher, that ſtrengthen theſelues with the 
firength of Pharaoh,and truſt in the ſha- 
dow of Egypt : for the ſtrength of Pha- 
raoh ſhall i their ſhame, and thetruſt 
in the ſhadow of Egypt their confuſion, 
1ſai.30.1.2.Though hand jioyne in hand, 
faith Dauid, nation joyne with nation, 
kingdome with kingdoms,though hand 
loyne in hand, yet ſhall nor the wicked 
eſcape vnpuniſhed : I kil, ſaith God,nei- 
ther is there any that can deliuer out of 
my hands, Deu. 32.39. Though they dig 

| down 


power and pronidence, | Y7 
Jdowne to hell, thence ſhall mine hand 
cake them,though theyclimbe vp to hea- 
_ ven ,;thence I will bring them downe : 
though they hide themſelues 1n the rop 
of Carmel, I will ſearch and take them 
thence, and though they be hidden in 
the bottome of the ſea, 1 will command 
the ſerpent and he ſhall bite chem, Amos 
9.2.3. This thenis the eſtate ofa wicked 
man , but I purpoſe to handle this point 
more particularly, 


Firſt, God doth what hee pleaſeth in 
the heauen, and therefore in whata dan- 
gcrous, in an vncertaine,and {lipperie ce 


{tate is euery wicked perſon, thag ſtands 


not in good grace & tearmes with God, 
but ſtands inthe eſtateof rebellion, and 


is our of his fauour , which way ſocuer 


hee turnes, encompaſſed about with'as 


many enemies as God hath creatures, For 
eucn as Princes out of their abſolute au-. 


thoritie leauic vp forces, in the court, in 
the citie, in the countric, amongſt their 
ſubieRs ſuperiour and inferiour: So 1 ſay 
the Lord hath, as the carth and ſea at his 
command, ſo>likewiſe all his celeſtiall 
courtiers the Anpels, as it were his No- 
bles, whereof one is able to oucxthrow an 
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18 A Sermon of Gods 
hundred foureſcore and fiuc thouſyed, 2. 
King.19.39.and as he hath his nag{wes, ſo 
- hath hee his inferiour officers,the fup;1. ,* 
the moone, all the planers and ſtarres. 
| whereby he can and doth aftoniſh and a... 
maze wicked and godlefle and rebellious 
people. He binds the waters in the cleu2, 
and the cloud is not broken vnder th#-,.. 
The pillers of heauen tremble and,quake 
at his reproote, hee hath garniſhedthe 
heauens, & framedthe crooked ſerpent, 
Job, 26.11.12.13, Hee commands the 
ſunne, and it riſeth nor, 1: cloſes vp the 
ſtarres as vnder a Gene: bee maketh the 
ſtarres Ar&urus, Pleyaces, & Orion, and 
the arres of the South, Iob., 9.7.8.9, He 
commaunds rhe pillars of heauen, the 
{phearcs and conſtcliations, the planets 
and {tarres, ArCturus,Pleyades,and Ori- 
on,?!! theſe are readie to obey the voyce 
of G5d, and if hee pleaſe to commaund 
the/' to plague che vngodly: and therc 1s 
notthe leaſt of the Lords army, not the 
leaſt Angel, ſtarre, nor the leaſt meteor, 
bur is able, if God but ſpeake the word 
ro deſtroy,1 ſay nor an Egypt,an Alia,or 
aworld. but tenthouſand worlds, Sure- 
ly, it >a wonder that any wicked man 
: ſhould 
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power andprovidence. 19 
ſh-1d dare tofleep vpon his bedde, that 


© the; ſhould giue {leepe totheir eyes , or 
,»1mber to their eyelidds,Prov.6.4.bee- 
p « WS {o infinitly beſet with millions ofen- 
" emies: how miſerably was the pooxe ſer- 
uant of Eliſha affrighted, when bee ſaw 
that anhoaſt of men had incompaſſed the 
_ -1,and cried out to Eliſha, alsſſe maſter 
what ſhall we co? 2.king.6,15.And bow 
fearet: | were the chitdren ofiae! when 
they departed Egypt, and werepurſued 
by their enemies , they were ſore afraid 
ſaith the tex: . wy cried to the Lord \Ex- 
0d.14.10, A 'f(oll layitiza wonder of 
wonders, that men ſhould be ſo ſecure, 
that they ſhould not tremble even as Bel- 
thazar trembled, when hee faw the hand 
writing vpon the playſter of the wall, 
Dan. 5.5.thartheic hearts ſhould not faile 
them, thar'diſmaiednes and fears ould 
not Gnallowl them vp : When mies, 
nor of Egyptians, but Angels | urſue 
them , nay when as all things created 
from be earth, ro circurnference of hea- 
uven,the lion & the beare,the great beore 
& thelefſs bearc, the crooked ſerpent, 
Pleyades, and Oriow:: all *-2ds hea. 
uenly hoaſt, bidde them bartcl), and ſer 


them. 
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themfelues continually in bartell array a. 
oainſt them, 

Secondly , how can they thinketo be 
ſafe vpon the earth , or toproſper vpon 
che carth , ſince God is the ruler of the 
earth; methinkes cuerie vngodly wretch | 
ſhould bee of Cains-minde , that feared 
leaſt cuery man hee met with , were ap- 
pointed for his executioner, Gen, 4. 14. 
May they not iuftly feare that the carth 
will cake part with her Lord and maker, 
and ſwallowe them vp, as it did Korah, 
Dathan, and Abiram, Numb. 16. 1,2,3. 
yea,that the leaſt worme and creeping 
thing ſhould be made ſtrong enough to 
deſtroy them » thus proud Herod was 
worried with wormes, A.12.23.and ſo 
we reade in Toe), that the Lord plagued 
the nation of the Iewes with moſt con- 
eemptible creatures , graſhoppers, can- 
kerwormes , catterpillars , and palmer- 
wormes , Ioel 2, 25. Pope Adrian was 
flaine by a gnat, others with the ſtone of 

 araiſon, ſome with an hair in their broth, 
ſome one way , ſome another, and me- 
thinkes then that euery vile perſon, 
ſhoul 1 feare the vileſt and baſeſt of Gods 


creatures, cuen frogs, flics, and lice,leaſt 
thele 


Mw; -- 


* 4a & on = bs p = 
"x# : _ i 
- - % y 
A&A Ts af ET = * 

_ % - Y aw ry p =, 4 

_ : > g m_ = G 
". F 4 y \ 
4 ” 
W196” w Y PA oy NIE * - 
a . mo _ jo —_ FR ji « ®Þk 
6 o — PT w Joey, ov " "m , Þ 
* we hve gy TI gs ”» —_Y - » FA. 4 
p : + 


—_— . 


"power andpronidence. 2k 
theſe ſhould be appoinred for their de- 
firuQion, that they ſhould feare go walk 
m the aire for feare of infe&ion,or yet to 
remaine in their houſes, for feare leaſt 
their houſes ſhould revenge Gods quar- 
xell vpon them : may they not feare that 
every morſe]! they cate ſhould bee their 
banc, andeuery droppe of liquor they 
drinke ſhould be their poyſon? but what 
faith Salomon , Sentence againſt cuill is 
deferred , and therefore the hearr is fully 
bent ro doe wickedly, Eccleſ,8.11, God 
doth not open the {luces and floodgates 
ofheauen vpon vs a5 he did vpon the old 
I world, Gen.7.17, the earth doth not o- 
pen her mouth co deuoure, as in the time 
of Moſes, Numb. 16.1. God raineth not' 
downe vpon vs hire and brimſtone, as he 
tid ypon Sodom and Gomorrah , Gen, 
19.24, We ſee many an old finner,many 
n olde adulterer , many an old ſwearer, 
any an old druokard,and therefore men 
lraw on fnne with cords of vanitie, Iſa, 
5.18, and commit all manner of wicked- 
le with all greedineſle; rheſe let them 
now (though God bee patient waiting 
rtheir converſion) yer as he ispatient, 
 heis juſt, and therefore though he for- 
beares 
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22 A Sefmonof Goas — — 
beares long (as he is flow to anger, Exo, 
34.6.) yer cuen as a ſtreame becing ſtopt 
carries all before it,or as wet wood being 
once kindled burns the faſter; ſo though 
bis wrath hath beene a long time keprin 
with the floodgates of his mercy, vetin 
the ende bis furic (hall breake out, like a 
violent fireame, to the vtter deſtruRion 
of the wicked, Long did hee beare with 
the olde world , long did his ſpiric firiue 
with man, Gen. 6. 3; but in the ende hee 
turned the whole world into an Occan, 
Gen,7.17. long did he ftriue with Ieru- 
ſalem, bur at lengrh,ſhe was made aprey 
to the tecth of her enemies, Pſal.1 24.6, 
& nor one ſtone left ypon another : long . 
mav the Lord beare with the wicked, 
bur as ſure as God is iuſt, ſo afſuredly in 
the ende his wrath and icalouſice ſhall 
ſmoake againſt chem, Deur.19. 20, how 
then canthey ſooth vp themſelues , and 
flcſh vp themſelues in their finnes ? how 
can they think to be ſafe vpon the earth, 
fince- the righteous Iudge of the whole 
world,Gen.18.25.is Lord ouer the earth? 
or how can they think to thrive and pro- 
ſper vpon the earth, fincethe earth is the 
Lords, and the plentic of the cartb? Pſal. 
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power and prouidence. 23 
24,1, Gold is nine, faich God,and filuer 
is mine, ſaith the Lord of hoſtes, Hag 2. 
9,Exceptthe Lord builds the houſe, they 
Jlabour1a vaine that build it; except the 
Lord keepeth the city,the keeperwatch= 
eh in vaine; Plal.127.1, whata madnes 
js thisin a beſotted worldling, ro carke 
and to care, and to digge,and ditch , and 
delue,and bear his braines,and riſc early, 
and goe to bed ate,Pſal.i 27.2.5 ifthey 
would command the earth in deſpight 
of heauen?I rel thee whoſoever thou art, 
if God but command, the heaucns avoue 
Gall be as yron, and the carth as hard as 
braſſe, your land ſhall nor 'giue her cn- 
creaſe, nor your trees their fruit, Leu,26 
19.and therefore ceaſe from your immo- 
dcrate labour,and ſue for Gods bleſſing, 
tor without it you ſow much , but bring 
in but little,and pur all your carningsin- 
to2 broken bagge, Hag.1.4. 
Thirdly , how can a reprobatethinke 
to bee ſafe vpon the ſea , ſince God like- 
wiſerules the ſeas, I remember what 1 


le 
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\al.preſence of the Lordto Tarſhiſh , he be- 
+ I: Fooke himto the fea, Ton.1. 3. bur as ſoon 
6 cucr God gaue commiſſion to his crea- 
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In the ſea- 
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ead of Jonah;:When Tonab fled from the 


24 A Sermon of Gods 
tures, the winds broke forth, and made 
warre vpon Ionah, Ion, 1.4. the watery 
encountered withthe winds, and made 
warre ypon Ionah:bay tbe fiſh, the whale 
opened his mouth, and Jay wayting tg 
deuoure Ionabh , the marriners that were 
to land him ſafely in Tarſhiſh , conſpired 
to calt him into the (ea: nay, if God but 
ſer againſt vs, then ſhall we even ike lu- 
das (ct againſt our (clues , Mat.27.5, Io- 
nah did not inthis extremitie plead for, 
but againſt himſelfe; Take me, faith he, 
and caſt me into the ſea, and fo ſhall the 
ſca'be calme voto you, Ion.1.12.& how 
can wicked perſons hope for the leaſt 
fafetic vpon the ſea:if the Lord but com- 
mand the tormes and winds, they obey 
him, and theſe ſhall worke theit ouer= 
throw; iſhee but command, the ſea, the 
ſhip, the pirats vpon the ſea, the rocks, 
theſe ſhall worke their deſtruQion. 
But ſuppoſe that neither heauen, nor 
la the deeps earth, nor ſea ſers againſt rhem , yet bath 
the Lord an ather army , and when hee 
armes himſelfe ro vengeance, even the 
ſweet waters,and dcliebrfull fprings (hal 
runne vpou the world as it were with 
drawne ſwords : and hath not the Lord 
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power and pronidence. 25 | 
infioitely fought againſt vs with his wa= = ||| 
rrie armic , witnes our late floods and in- if 
undations,breaking downe banks, carri- 


yng away mils, bridges,&c, the Lord ar- | if 
med theſe freſh water ſoldiers with ſuch J { 


ſtrength and power, that nothing was a- 
ble to refit them : and therefore ill ſee 
che miſerable-eftate of an vnſanQified 
man, if hee eſcapes one euill he meeteth 
with an other, if he eſcape a fir, he mee. 
teth with a ſecond, for the Lords quiver 
is full of arrowes , and his thunderbolts 
arencuer ſpent, ifneither heauen, nor 
earth,nor ſea,yet ſhal the deepes reuenge 
Gods quarrell vpon them: cuen thus mi- 
ſcrable are they in this life, euen as Tonah 
in the whales belly was compaſſed with 
waters, ſo are theſe with enemies aboue, 
beneath , and round aboutthem. | 

And yer behold, this is but their miſe- .,,__ - 
rable eſtate in regard of this world: ſce 4+ thes.parr (| 
paine their miſerable eſtate in regard of a (Tron 52 
better life. Is it poſſible that an vnclean "4 
perſon ſhould ever thinke to dweil with 
God, ſolong as God rules%n beaven? 
confider this point in the name of God, 
and let it bea doctrive to worke terrour 
and amazement in ys, God hath ſaid ir in 
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his word,tbat neither buggerers, fornica- 
tors, nor adulterers ſhal inherit he king « ' E 
dome of heauen,Eph.5.5. God that hath 
the keyes of heaucn,, and hath the keyes 

of hell,this God hath ſpoken it, and how 
can(t rhou then that runneſt to the har- 
lots: houſe, and makeſt thy ſelte a {laue 

to vncleanneile, how canſt thou ever 
thinke to dwell. with God, that ever ab. 
horred yaxleannefle:and fo for couctous 
perſons , that forfake the a Jonar of 


God, and the righteouſneſle thereof, to 


ſurfer vpqn filchie Mammon , how can 
they oucr thinke ro dwell with ther God 
that cuer abhorced couetous perſons, tma- 
licious perſons, drunkards, (wearers, li- - 
ars?how can they eucr hope to dwel with 
that God,that abhors malice, abhors cx- 
ceiſe,abhors ſwearers,and liars? how can 
ſuch deviliiſh and damned perſons cuer 
thinke to bee ſaved, fince the heauen of 
heavens is the Lords?Deur. 10, 14, God 
he is boly, God heis righteous , God he 
is pure : how canſt thouchen , thou that. 
art voholy gthou that art vopure , thou 
that art viſtighticous, how.canſt thou c- 
uer think to ſer thy foot within the grep 
of the new Ieruſalem? aſtinking carkaſle 
RET. Þ_ 
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power and providence. 2 


ſtinkes nor more vilely in the noſtrils of 
man, then an abhominable ſinner ſlinkes 
odiouſly in the noſtrils of God. Let all 
finnefull wretches know this, that God 'Y- 
is their mortall encmie, hee will wound © | 
the head of his enemies, & execute yen= t. 
geance vpon his enemies, Deut, 32.4t, | 
*xc loath not atoad nor a ſcorpion worſe 
then the Lord hateth them ; we hate nor 
the deuill, nor the deuill hateth not man 
worſe then God hateth ther, and there- 
fore queſtionles the Lord will never ad- 
mit them into his holy kingdome, nei- 
ther couetous carth-wormes , beaſtly 
drikards, helliſh blaſphemers, extorting 
eſurers, God will neueereceiue theſe in- 
to his ſacred preſence,bur ſhal ſend them 
packing with the wicked and the repro- 
bate into everlaſting damnation: whoſo- 
cuer worketh abomination and lyes, ſhal 
haue no part in the kingdome of heauen, 
Reu.21.27.the frogs of Egypt Rtanke nor 
more rankely in the Eyyptians noſes, Ex, 
8.14. then theſe ſmell rankely in Gods 
noſthrils :and therefore 1 ſay , God will * 
ſtop his noſe againſt them,and giuerhem 
ineir portion with hypocrites, All the 
tearefyll, all che ynbelecuing, and abho. 
Cr mina- 


S——_———_—— —_  ” — ——w m——— ———_—_y_ 


Ge 


[2 


D 


L4 


4 
4 
4 
A 


4 


' 


4 
' 


if 


- A - = > Fl - - 5 : 5 ay 
ao a ae - 6 __ X . 
* a ® . ” [ " o $--- wines _ md , : _ < — *. 5 
— — —— *=- © = '# T: _ Aa —_— . _ "_ -_ _ n rj * cn" ” "AER K A. 6.0 hr ng - *% 
C - —_ —_ j- - : 
- = i» 4 WS - » don, —__ - 6 " P 
" — . "I _ 4 _ = Ac _ « 'S FX 
_ - , . Son - "WD 5M = Tas oe FRoth - 
_ —_ 


- - 
: . 
: o 


8 


id 
* 36 
[1 


. 
o 


o 


| he conclu. 
Won <t the 
pic in gene- 


all, 
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minable murderers, whoremongers, ſor. 
cercrs,idolaters,and liars ſhall haue their 
part inthe lake that burnes with fire and 
brimſtone,Reu. 21.8, And therefore now 
ro drawe toa concluſion , as Peter ſaith, 
humble your ſelues vnder the mighty 
hand of God, r.Per,5.6, ſo ſay I, humble 

our ſelues vnder the mightie hand of 
0d: God he is a mighty God , able to 
worke your ruine vpon earth,and to caſt 


both bodice and ſovle into hel fire: hum- 


ble your ſelues therfore beforc the thron 
of his grace; for it is a fearefull thing to 
fall into the hands of the living God, 


Thou drunkard that deftroieſt the teme- 
ple of God , andthe good creatures of 


God by thine intemperancy, and runneſt 


into all manner of enornities , that thy 
drunken humour hurries thee into, that 
makeſt treerts and cownes ring of thine 
yorulines, thou that art mighty to drinke 
wine ana ſtrong drinke,how dareſt thou 
riſe early, and goeto bed late,rto follow 
drunkennes, fince God hath denounced 
a woe againſt drunkards? Iſa,5,11.and 
that God that hat} denounced a woe a- 
gainſt thee, is able to caſt both body and 


foule into hell fre, 
Taou 
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Thou couerous carthworme, that ma- 
keſt a god of thy goods, that diggeſt 
downe to hell forriches , and cateſt the 
poore as men ear bread, that art choaked 
with the loue of the world:thou greedie 
catterpiller, how dareſt thou continue in 


this finne, fince God hath ſaid it, Thar 


| neither theeues, nor railers,nor couetous 


perſons, ſhall inherite the kingdome of 
God? 1.Cor.6.10,and this God is able to 
caſt both bodie and ſoule into hell fire, 
Thou blaſphemer of the name of God, 
that rentelſt and teareſt the name of God 
inpeices, and ſpeweſt forth blacke, and 
tcareful, and damnable oarhs,and makeſt 
{lwearing,and curſing,and deuilliſh ſpea- 
king,thy beſt language:how dareſt thou 
take the name of the Lord in vaine,fince 


God hath ſaid it,that he wil not hold kim 


 gvilcleſſe that raketh his name in vaine? 


Exod. 20.7, and this God is able to caſt 
both bodie and ſoule into hel fire. Dares 
aſonne offend his father? durſt Pilare of- 
tend Czar, Toh.19.13. dares the borro- 
wer offend the lender? no man will wil- 
lingly offend him that is able ro worke 
him an inconuenience ;z and thinke wee 
then that it is a ſafe thing ro offend the 

C 3 living 
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living Lord of heauen and earth, that is 
able doubly and redoubly, and trebly to 
requitevs, and to render vengeance to 
thoſe thatknow him nor, Tf you wil not 
be reformed, ſaith the Lord to the obſti- 
nate Tewes,but walke ſtubbornly againſt 
me, then will I alſo walke ftubbornely a- 
gainſt you, and I wil {mite you yet ſeuen 
times for your finnes, Leuit,26.24, I re- 
member whar Tread in the 2, Sam, 16,6, 
concerning Dauid & Shemei: whenDa- |! 
uid went downe,the winde and the peo- *' 
ple encreaſed with Abſalom,cthen indeed *' 
Shemei cared not for David, but railed on 
him, and curſt him, & caſt ones at him: 
Dauid prevailed againſt Abſalom, then 
he haſts to David with his thouſand peo- 
plc,trembled and quaked before him, O 
ſaith he,ler not my Lord impute wicked- 
nefle vnto me, I knowe that I haue done 
amific, I know that I haue offended, &c. 
ſorruely if God had not an overruling 
hand, if he were not able to recompence 
euill to his aduerſaries , then there were 
ſome reaſon that we ſhould be ſecure and 
careleſſe of his maieftic ; but ſince his 
might is ſo boundlefſe , that it reacheth 


from heauen to the earth, from the earth 
{- 


power and protidence, '3r 
eo the loweſt hel , ſo as hee isable to de- 
roy the mightieſt even with the breath 
of his noſthrils , oh therefore let vs hum<- 
ble our ſelues before his Maieſtic , let vs 


cry out with the poore Publican, Lord 


be mercifull ro me a finner, Luk.18.9,o0r 
with the prodigall ſonne , Father, I haue 
finned againſt heauen, and againſt thee, 
andamno more worthy to be called thy 
ſonne, Luk. 15.21, let 'vs cry out with 
Paul, O wretched man that Iam, who 
ſhal deliver me from this body of death? 
AQ.7.24.letvs with the Ninevits flie to 
God, with praycz and faſting , Ion. 3.5. 
let vs with Manaſfich, humble our ſclues 
greatly before God, 2.Chr. 33.12, with 
Daniel, confeſſe our (innes , and ſcek the 
Lord, Dan. 9.3. with Peter,let vs weepe 
bitterly, Matth. 26, 75. let teares runne 
downe our cbeeks like a river, let vs take 
noreſt , neither ler the apple of our eyes 
ceaſe, Lam.2.18.yntill wee haue recoue- 
red the fauour of God, and found reſi.to 
our ſoules, Mat.11,294 What man dares 
preſume to mooue the wrath of aKing? 
The wrath of a King is as the meſſengers 
of death, Prou, 16.14. oras the roaring 
ofa lyon, Prou, 20, 2. Indeede there are 
C 3 many 
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many court claw-backs and Paraſites,to 
humour and flatter a king,to cric out vp- 
on cuery occafion, as Herods auditors 
_ did, The voice of God and norof man, 
AR.12.22.ready ro bowe to him and a- 
dore him like a God; but who dares 
come to him,as Eliiah did to Ahab, and 
confront him to his face, 2. King. 18.1, 
and howthen ſhould we dare tooffend 
the king of kings, whoſe lordſhip is hea- 
ven, and earth, and ſea, and hel: for hee 
filleth all places, Ter. 23.24.the landlord 
of the whole world, the God of gods, & 
Lord oflords, Ifa, 41. 2, whoſe face is as 
a flame of fire, his voice as the roaring of 
many waters, that hath charets innume- 
rable, and rides vpon the wings of the 
wind,rthat meaſures the waters in his fiſt, 
that compts heauen with his ſpan, & c0- 
prehends the duſt of the earth ina mea- 
ſure, and weighs the mountaines in a 
weight, and the hils in a ballance, I{a.q0. 
x2. If we darenot offend a King whoſe 
breath is in bis noſthrils , that ſhall die 
like a man,nay if he do wickedly ſhal pe- 
riſh likea beaſt, Pſal.,q9.1 2,8 be caſt in- 
to the burning Topheth,which is prepa- 
red for the king, Iſa zo. how then ſhould 


—_—— 
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wee dareto finne againſt the almightie 
God of heauen and carth, which hath his 
way in the whirlwind, that as it was ſaid 
of the monſter Leuiathan , efteems iron 
as ſtraw, and braflc as rotten wood, Iob 
41.18, thatputs his hands to the rocks, 
and ouerthrowes thc mountains, Iob 28, 
9, Before whom the earth trembles, and 
the mountaines melt, Iudg.5.5.Oh lervs 
caſt ourdelues downe before this God, 


for hee 1s a great God, and a great king 


aboue all gods, This of the firſt vie, 


2. This doQtrine of Gods omnipoten- 74.. , vic 54 


cy, may ſerue for the comfort of the E- 
Ie&: for fince God rules all things, ther- 
fore they may be aſlured,that none of all 


Gods creaturesſhal hurt them:what ſaith. 


the ſpirit of God,concerning the righte- 
ous; they ſhall laugh at deſiruQtion, and 
death,and ſhall not be afraid of the beaſt 
of the earth; The ſtones of the field ſhall 
be in league with them, andthe beaſt bf 
the field ſhall be in league with him, Iob, 


6.2% 


Firſt, God rules in heaven: this may ad- 


miniſter infinite comfort. For by this they 
may be aſſured, that none of all Gods 
creatures in heauen ſhall hurt them. The 
| C4 winde 


conſolation 
to the god! 


In heaue 


« [i 
1,7 
NE 
” - 


8 
IE 
i; 
© 


24 A Sermon of Gods 
winde ſhall not blow ypon them, nora 
cloud ſhall not riſe bur for their good, a 
droppe of raine falls not, ftormes nor 
winds nor lightnings happen nor but by 

"the appointment of God, and therefore 

hee is ſaid to make the chambers in his 

_ clouds,and co ride vpon the wings of the 

winde,and to breake the bottles of raine, 
Job.38. 38. to haue his treaſures of haile, 
and his rreaſares of ſnow, Iob.z8.22.He 
cauſes the {weere influences of the Pley- 
ades, and looſes the bands of Orion, he 
brings forth Mazaroth in their time, and 
guides Arurus with his ſonnes, Iob,z8, | 
32.I1fthen(as itis faid in an higher ſenſe) | 
if God be on our fide, who can be 2gainſt | 
vs ? ſo if God the generall of the armic 
be on our fide, which of all his creatures 
can be againſt vs? no,ifhe be with vs, he 
ſhall open his treaſures of ſnow, he ſhall 
comand his cleuds topoure down their 

@ > raine, and chcir latter raine, and the 

graſle ſhall grow vpon the mountaines, 

[ Pſai, 147.8. cheelementarie regions the 
ſarres, and the planers, ſhal fight for vs: 
The Sunne hall Nand til in Gibeon,and 
the moonein the valley of Aylon, Ioſh. 
IO, I2, the ſunne and moone ſtood ill 

at 
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at the prayer of Ioſhua, the ſunne in Gi- 
beon and the moone in the vally of Ay- 
Jon ; the ſunne ſhall forſake her wonted 
race, agd the moone ſhall ceaſe from her 
courſe,for the good and benefit of Gods 
Church & people.Nay, the Angels Gods 
domeſticall ſeruants, inthe check roule, 
that weare Gods liucrie after a ſpeciall 
manner,theſc ſhal atrend vpon the <lect, 
The Angels of the Lord pitch round a- 
bout them that feare him,and deliuereth 
them, Pſal. 34. 7. and the writer tothe 
Hebrewes, Are they not all miniftring 
ſpirits,ſent foorth to miniſter for their 
ſakes, which are heires of ſaluation, Heb, 
LY are not only guarded by 


Angels, but by armies of angels:an hoaſt 


of Angels met with Izcob, Gen. 32.2. & 
an army of Angels with chariors of fire 
_ were rcady toproteQ Eliſha, 2. King. 6. 
17, an Angel were ſufficient to protect 
the whole Church : one army night be 
ſufficient, but not one angel, not one ar- 
my, but legions,millions,and mirriads of 
beauenly ſouldiers, man their tents, a- 
bout euery onethat feares the Lord, May 
we not ſay ofthis doQtine, as was ſaid of 
Goliah his ſword,there is none to it:this 
this, 
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this, is a machleſle doctrine for a woun- 
ded ſpirit:fal in with God, and makethy 
peace with him, and not only his other 
creatures, bur cuen Archangels,and An. 
gels ſhall guard thee. 
TJacarth. 2, Godruleth the earth,and therfore 
: this may adminiſter further comfort, 
God raiſeth vp ſtates, & he caſterh down 
Nares, for the Lord is Iudge, Pal. 75.7, 
It matters not then how grieuous thy 
diſtreſſes be, nor how many thine ene. 
mies be, for the Lord can raile the poore 
out of the duſt,and the needie out of the 
doung , tHfat hee may (et them with the 
Princes, euen with the Princes of the 
people. Pſal.1 13.7, That child chat bath 
a wealthy,and powerfull, and potent fa- 
ther, feares neither pouertie nor enemies: 
and what need we then that have the Al- 
mighty Ichouah for our Lord andfather, 
that lookes downe with vs or againſt vs, 
Pſal.33.12. and binds all his other crea- 
rures to their good-abearing, Hoſ.2.21, 
what need we feare {o long as God rules 
the carth : Let God take in with Sam- 
ſ{on,not a band of Philiſtines can preuaile 
againſt him:nay Samſon without ſword, 


or ſpeare, ( when tþ* ſpirit of the Lord 
- came 
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came vpon him) he ſlew a thouſand men 
wich the iawbone of an afle, Ind. 15.15. 
Gideons three hundred men, ſhal (with 
the knocking of potſheards) chaſe their 
enemies that lie asthick vpon the ground 
as graſhoppers, Iudg,7,22.lonathan and 
his armour bearer ſhall rerrifie an hoaſt, 
1, Sam, 14.15. Jittle David, with aſling 


and ſtone, ſha) vanquiſh mighty Goliah 


that was harniſed with an helmet of bras 
1.Sam.17.5. and had boots of brafſe vp= 


on his legges, and a ſheild of brafſe ypon 


his ſhoulders, v.6.If the Lord be with la- 
cob, Eſau ſhall haue no power to bid him 


battell, Gen. 34. 4. If the Lord be with 
Abrabam, Pharaoh his cruel] enemic ſhal 


enrich him,Gen. 22.19, Thus doththe 


Lord,order all things for the good of his 
people : hee makes their enemics their 
freinds,and delivers them in battell from 
the power of the ſword, Tob.5. zo, God 


1s my ſhepheard, faith Dauid, and how 


can I want? Pal, 23, how can bee want 


that hath God for his ſhephard: lift vp 
thine eyes, ſaid the Lord to Abrabam, 
Eaftward, Weſtward, Northward, and 
Southward , all the Jand that thou ſeeſt 


WilIgiue thee,Gen,13.14,Gods wealth 
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38 A Sermon of Gods 
is not in the Eaſt only, orthe Weſt only, 
but Eaſtward, Weſtward, Northward, & 
Southward: and therfore no good thing 
can be wanting to thoſe that feare God: 
Pal. 34. If you keepe my Commaunde. 
ments {it was the Lords promiſe to the 
Iewes ) Iwill ſend you raine in due ſea» 
ſon, and the land ſhal yeeld her increaſe, 
and the trees of the field ſhall giue their , 
fruice, your threſhing ſhall reach vato 
the vintage, and your vintage to the 
ſowing time,and you ſhal cat your bread 
in plenty, and dwell in your land ſafely, 
you ſhall chaſe your enennes, and they 
ſhal fall before you yponthe ſword: five 
of you ſhal chaſc an hundred, &an hun- 
dred ſhal put fiue thouſand ro flight:Leu 
26.4.5.6. In the name of God, and teare 
of God, let vs conſider this point : doe 
thine enemies riſe vp againſt thee? and 
thine adverſaris encreaſfe, Pſ,3.1.as God 
 faid to Abrabam, feare not Abraham, I 
am thy buckler, Gen.15.z.ſo ſay 1, fearc 
nothing, God is thy buckler: be thine 
enemies neuer ſo malicious, God that is 
greater then thine enemies, he ſhall cauſe 
thoſe that riſe againſt thee, to fall before 
thy face , If they come againſt thee one 
way 
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power andpronidence. 39 
way , they ſhallflie before thee ſeauen 
wayes,Dcu.28.7.Yea,doth their malice 


reach to blood; do they lead thee before 
Kings and Rulers for Chriſt his fake? Rill 


cruſt in God , that God that deliuered. 
Daniel our of the lions iaws , preſerued 


Shadrach, Meſhack,& Abednego amidſt 
the fierie fornace, that delivered the 


children of Ifracl with an high hand a- - 


gainſt Pharaoh king of Egyprt,Exod.14. 
8, this God is able to preſcrue thee in 
ſpight of thine adverſaries: and hee hath 
fig it, that hee will neuer forger thce, 
Ifa.49.15.Itche Lord ſuſtaine thee, whar 
needeſt thou be affraid of cen thouſand 
people though they ſhould beſer thee 
round about, Pſalm. 3.6, Againe, forthe 
thingsof this life , how canſt thou want, 
fince God ruleth the earth, That God 
that gaue riches, and treaſures, and hon- 
ours to Salomon, ſo as he gaue gold and 


filuer as (tones, 2.Chron, 1.15, That God 


that choſe Dauid froma ſheepfold to a 


to ſupply tby wants, & be hath promiſe 
to make thee plentifull in goods, Deur. 
28.11, Let vs ſcrioully conſider this 
point; when thine encmies riſc yp m_ 

thec 


kingdome, Pla). 78. 70. this God is able 
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40 A Sermon of Gods 
thee, thinke of Gods power : when the 
world frownes vpon thee, thinke of 
Gods power : when the ſtreames of af. 
flition overwhelme thy ſoule,thinke of 


though hce ſhould flay mee, yer will 
truſt in him, lob, 13.15, no queſtion the 
thought of it ſhal be as comfortable vnto_. 


ſenger, Prov.25.25. 

 Fhirdly, to proceed to further matter 
of comfort:God ruleth the (ca, and ther- 
fore the child of God ſhall be ſafe as well. 


by ſea as by land: no place is more full of 


perrill and daunger thenthe ſea,daunge. 
rous for pirats, daungerous for ſtormes, 
daungerous for rocks, yet notwith(ian- 
ding, there doth the Lord mightily vp- 
hold his people, euen amid che billows 
and ſtorimcs of rhe ſea, Excellent for this 
purpoſe is thatin the 107, Palm, 2. 3.4. 
when the ſtormes riſe, and life vp the 
wares of the ſea, when they mount vp :o 
the heavens, and deſcend ro the deep, (o 
as their ſouls melt for trouble, when they 
aretoFto&folikea drunken men, and 
21] their cunning is gone, &c, when 
thoſe thaz are vpon4he ſea , arc ” this 

care 


power and pronidence, ” f2 
ſeare & perplexitic , ready to be deuou- 
red by the ſeas,to be ſwallowed ypin the 


ſfandz, and ro daſh againſt the rockes: 


when the winds whiſtle,& the ſea roars, 

and {wells,and darkenes ouerſpreads al: 

when euery one is at his wits end with 

aſtoniſhment, wky.then ſaith David in 

the ſame Pſalme, they cry vnto Godin 

their trouble, and he brings them out of 
their diſtreſſe,hee turnes theſtorme into 
2 calm, ſo as the waues of the ſea are ſtil, 

and they come to their defired hauen, 
v, 39, Thus you ſee, ſcaand land, euery 
place isa place of Sanuary,ot reſi, and 
refuge,to the righteous man,according 
tothar, Deur, 8. 3. chou ſhalt be bleſſed 
in the city,and bleſſed in the field:or that 
in the Pſalmiſt, bleſſed in thy going our, 
& comming in, Pl.121,8, Lo ſurely thus 
ſhall che man be bleſſed , rhat feareth the 
Lord,Pſal.r 28.4.abroad,at home, by ſca 
and by land, Thus God dealt by the 11- 
raetices, when they trauailed by.land: he 
guides them when they cameto the ſea: 


he divided the red ſea, and leddethem 


through ir, Pſal. 58, 13. when they did 
traue]l in the day cime, heled them with 
acloud,and when they went in the night 


he 
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42 A Sermon of Gods 
he led them withapillar of fice,v.14.whe 
they were thirſtic, hee gaue them water 
out of the hard rocke, v.16, When they 
were hungrie, he ſent them Manna from 
heauen, and rained downe fleſh vpon 
them %:ke duſt, verſ,27. Thus the Lord 
dwels with his ſeruapts, Ioh.14.and not 
only ſo, but he folloes them whereſoc. 

they goe, Iof.1.9.The Lord is their kee. 
per, the Lord is their ſhaddow at their 
righthand,ſo as the ſunnc ſhal not ſmite 
them by day, northe moone by night, 
Pſal.121.5.6.7, 

Laſtly, God rules the deepes,therforc 
ſhall hee likewiſe curbe the freſh waters, 
chat they ſhal not oucrflow thee, Iob.,21, 
It. Let Sifera oppoſe himſclfe againſt 
the Church, and theriner Kiſhon ſhall 
ſweepe away Siſcra, that auncient river 
the river Kiſhon,Iud.c.21, And the wa- 
ecersof Marah,though neuer ſo birrer,vet 
at the proyer of Moſes ſhal the waters of 
Marali be made {weece to the liraclites, 
Exod. I5.25, Nay they ſhall bur only 
drinke of the waters of Marah, nolec 
Moles ſmite on the rock Horeb, and the 
waters of Mafſah and Metriboth ſhall 
Gow forth like a river, Pf, 105,41.1s Na- 

OS 2man 


b 


aman the Aſlyrian a leprous, the river 
Jordan ſhall cure him, 2.King.5.15. Are 
the waters of Iericho neuer ſo deadly ; 
the Prophet Eliſha ſhall heale them for 
cuer:2.King.21.12, And are the yngod- 
ly for their finnes never ſo much viſited, 
with.che common plagues of floods, and 
ouerflowings, and invndations,yet not- 
withſtanding we may fiil fav of the righ= 
tcous,as iNauid in another ſenſe, Surely, 
in the floods of many waters they ſhall 
not come neecre him, Pſalm. 32.6, Thus 
heauen, and earth, and ſea, and deepes, 
re attendants vpon the Saints, Bur be- 
hold a greater comfort then any of theſe, 
Cod is the God of heauen,and therefore 
every Chriſtian ſoule may be certently al- 
ſured of his owne ſaluation:for there can 
be no condemnation to thoſe which are 
in Chriſt Ieſus, which walk nor after the 
feſh,bur after the ſpirit, Rom. 8. r, This 
then is the bleſſed cſtare of a righteous 


man, the angels pitch their tents about ' 


O 
them here , and they ſhall liuzan angels 


lite after death, Matth.2 2.30. The ſunne 


{Nall not hurt them in the day time, nor 
the moone by night, & after death they 
lhall ſhine like the ſunne, mthbe glory of 
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the father, the ſtars and the planets ſhall 
fight for them in their courſes, and after 
death they ſhall glitter like the Narrs for 
euer, Dan. 12.3, God hath fpokenir in 
his word, God that is able tro performe 
hispromiſe, Rom.4.21, AndI am verily 
per{waded, that neither death, por life, 
nor angels, nor principalities, nor powe 
crs, nor things preſent, nor things to 
| come, nor height, nordepth, norany 
thing ſhal be able to ſeparate vs from the 
loue of God which is in Chriſt Teſus, 
Rom.$.38,39.God hath promiſed it, he 
| \ that neuer promiſed more then he was a- 
| Dleto performe , nor never performed 
| leſle then he promiſed:I ſaith Chriſt, giue 
| eternall lifc to my ſheep, and they ſhall 
I neuer periſh, and none ſhall pluck them 
out of my hands : for my father that gaue 
themis greater then any, and no man is 
able to pluck the out of my fathers hand, 
Toh.10.29, Chriſt reaſons here from the 
omnipotency, & mighty. power of God, 
ſo boundlefle, and iofinite, and endlefle, 
that thoſe which repoſe their confidence 
un him,need never be afraid. If God giue 
eternall life to his ſhcepe, who is able to 
take them out of his hand? If God write 
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our names in the booke of life, who is a- 
' bletoraze them our againe? it ze iuſlifie 
who can condemne? Rom. 8. 34. if God 
be on our fide, who ſhall dare to lay any 
thing to tie charge of Gods choſen? no 
] am verily perſwaded, that neither prin- 
cipallities nor powers,neither Belzcbub, 
nor Belial,nor all the deuills in hell,ſhall 
be able to ſeperate vs from the loue of 
God in Chriſt Ieſus. The deuil may goe 
about like a roaring Lion, ſecking to de- 
voure: but God hath the Devil! in a 
chaine, and greater is hee, that isin vs, 
then bee which is inthe world, Toh.4.4. 
Truſt in God,and the gates of hell, ſhal! 


neuer bee able to preuaile againſt vs. 
Matth, 16, 13, 


FINTS. 


